Herefordshire a Great Place Test and Learn
The Nomadic Museum of Natural History
Executive Summary
The ‘Nomadic Museum of Natural History’ is a tiny, mobile museum full of organisms of
the UK – specimens include fossils, skulls, poo, shells, fungi and more.
Our aims of the museum are to inspire, inform and engage the public in British
wildlife because the health benefits of connecting to wildlife.
Evaluation has been difficult as standard approaches are not appropriate. Space on the
museum is limited, we work with a wide variety of ages (some of which are not at writing
age) and participants are not engaged for a set amount of time .
100% of participants used creative evaluation techniques to feed back positive information
about their time at the museum but not all evaluation tools were used fully by participants.

Project Description
We aimed to run the museum at public events as well as private group. Unfortunately due to the Covid-19
pandemic it was essential we altered the way we carried out the project.
The following people were involved in the project:
317 adults and children
including:
Children and staff at Garway
Primary School Madley Primary
School.

The Community Interest
Company who runs the
Nomadic Museum.

The kind people of
Peterchurch
Have kindly funded the evaluation project.

Participants were able to spend time at the museum, connecting with nature, being curious about what
they saw and sharing wild life experiences with Tim Kaye, the curator, and other participants.
An open event, where members of the public booked onto sessions, was held in Peterchurch. This had to
be Covid safe so numbers were somewhat limited. Other sessions were held within schools.

Project aims
There were two aims of this project.
1. With the support of ‘Herefordshire A Great Place’ to consider creative ways to evaluate The Nomadic
Museum of Natural History.
2. To explore whether the museum influences people’s interest in natural history in the short and long
term

Evaluation Questions
1. Has the Nomadic Museum of Natural History encouraged you to explore nature more?
2. Draw a picture, describe, list or show us in any way about your experience in nature (since
visiting the Museum)

Evaluation Methodology
Two evaluation methods were used.
1. At the end of the session at the museum a token, with an image from the museum, was put
in an insect specimen pot.
Has the Nomadic Museum of Natural History encouraged you to explore nature more?
Yes
No
Maybe
Bug pots used to collect responses

Tokens

2. At the end of the session at the museum a postcard was given to participants to take away and
fill out before sending back. The postcard was not
limited to just writing a response. People could be
as creative as they liked to make it accessible to all.
The idea was to find out if people wanted to engage
with nature in context to the museum at a later date.
Some people chose to fill the postcard out straight
away.

Evaluation Findings

100% of participants took part in using tokens
to answer this question and 64% of them
thought they have been encouraged to explore
nature more.

64%

Draw a picture, describe, list or show us in any way about your experience in nature
(since visiting the Museum)
317 participants attended the museum during the project

13% responded
to the question
87% did not respond using
the postcards

Of those who responded…

54% responded
through other
means
46% handed in
postcards
on the same day

One school class made up their own leaflets
for the museum
100% of people who responded to the postcards did so in a positive way
with 5 drawings and the rest writing.

Discussion
Obtaining feedback from sessions is vital to be able to make improvements on the the way the museum is
delivered. Engaging people in the museum is important but it is also key that they take what they have learnt
Away with them.The findings show that people are very engaged in the museum and comments such as
‘My eyes have been opened and from now on I’ll be looking and observing’ show the connection to nature
the museum is aspiring to achieve. The museum should continue to educate in this fun and engaging way
with one parent commenting ‘very educational for the kids’
It was felt that that token in pots was a good way to guide as people found it easy to take part in the
evaluation tool. As a result 100% of participants took part in this.
Although participants enjoyed receiving the postcard unless they completed it on the day they were not
handed in. This is not to say people then didn’t go on to engage further in nature but perhaps the cost of
postage put them off sending it or they simply forgot. Of the postcards that were handed in on the same day
the information was useful to find out what element of the museum was popular (several people mentioning
the mole and dragonfly) or that people had learnt something new about natural history. Making the
the postcards accessible by allowing writing or drawing allowed insight into a younger person’s mind too.

Conclusion
Through the course of this project Cultivating learning and Nature felt they understood and used some
creative evaluation techniques. They felt confident linking the the evaluation they carried out to the project
so they, and participants engaged with it.
Although one of the tools they created (the postcards) was not as successful as they had hoped, only 6%
of participants taking part in the activity, they still received some useful feedback that they couldn’t have
obtained through the tokens alone. The more in-depth feedback has given a better insight as to what people
have taken from their experience.
The ‘token’ evaluation tool was more successful with 100% of participants using it. This has helped CLaN
see that people prefer to do ‘on the spot’ evaluating than taking it away with them. The tokens indicated
that 64% would further engage in nature having spent time at the museum. Another 26% may also engage
further in nature. This has shown that the Nomadic museum of Natural History does have a positive effect
on how people engage with nature.

Recommendations
1. Although the postcards were not entirely successful there were
positives to take from using them. People enjoyed receiving them
but they could be altered to allow people to fill out one section
that is torn off and handed in whilst keeping the other section as
a reminder of their time at the Nomadic Museum of Natural
History and hopefully using that memory to encourage more
nature-based activity.
2.To use the qualitative data more effectively and a thematic
analysis of the creative data should be carried out which
identifies themes that run through the data.
3. Exploring an evaluation tool that can track people’s knowledge
at the start of their visit to the end may help to better understand
the level to pitch sessions at.

