From knobbed gall to elf cup lichen join our intrepid explorer on a quest to
record 40 species new to himself. This talk is a narrative examining numerous
facets of natural history; the fussiness of the Duke of Burgundy butterfly, the
unseen splendour of tiny snails and the amazing mimicry of our native hoverflies. Will the target of 40 species be reached before the year is out or will discovering some very unusual creatures be too much? Find out in this
entertaining talk which has an important message: ‘To know is to understand
and to understand is to care.’

Fungi play a vital role in our lives. Without them our coffee would taste
disgusting, and even our jeans wouldn’t look as good. This talk is not one
delivered by an expert but someone with a love of the fungal kingdom. Learn
what fungi are, how they live in a range of habitats and witness the myriad
forms that they take. Tim will discuss the uses of turquoise elf cup fungus and
the Latin meaning of the common puffball. He may even discuss which ones
are good to eat or not!

A moth is not just a brown butterfly, in fact there is very little difference between them and Tim will tell us why. Over the last ten years he has light trapped
in his garden and numerous reserves around the country to capture some of the
2400 species that can be found in the UK. From the cute Chinese character to
the splendour of the eyed hawk moth they will all astound. If delivered between
April and September Tim will bring some along to look at in the flesh (or scale).

Seen as green gunge, the so called ‘lower plants’ and even mistakenly referred
to as lichens by even educated people, mosses and liverworts have a bad
press. Tim has been a passionate bryologist for ten years and he has one aim;
to show the beauty of these tiny plants we know as bryophytes. There life cycles can be complex, their tenacity unrivalled and their diversity astonishing as
this talk will elucidate.

Reviled and ridiculed Swindon is a town that is not seen as a biodiversity hotspot.
But away from the magic roundabout the flora is very interesting, unexpected
and at times rare. A botanist for 20 years Tim leads you from chalk downland to
ancient woodland and meets the denizens of the botanical world including Bath
Asparagus and Cornflower.

The folklore surrounding plants is no less pervasive in Greece as it is in the UK.
On a summers holiday Tim delights in the familiar and the new on the island of
Zante. Amongst the olive groves and apartments are a wealth of flora that tell
many a story. Snatched in-between looking after two young children this is both
travelogue and botanical adventure.

Hedgerows are seen as a vital component of the British landscape. In this talk
we examine their development, management and the wildlife that is found
within. There are thought to be 700,000km of hedgerow in the UK and you
find out what they can contain. This will range from the cute dormouse to the
not so cute hazel wood-wart fungus and everything in-between.

I can create ad hoc talks for groups on just about any natural history subject.
Birds may be a struggle as I haven’t got the equipment to take good pictures of
creatures who fly away before you can identify them. Give me a ring and we can
sort something out.

